
Floyd County Board of Supervisors Meeting
August 29, 2016, 9:00 AM

UNAPPROVED MINUTES

The Floyd County Board of Supervisors met in the Board Room of the Floyd County Courthouse with the 
following in attendance:  Supv Mark Kuhn, Supv Roy Schwickerath, and Supv Doug Kamm.

Kamm/Schwickerath moved to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried 3-0.

Public Comment:  Ralph Martin informed the Board that he believes the County installed a culvert 
incorrectly near his farm ground south of Nora Springs and would like it straightened.  Martin purchased the 
culvert and the county installed it.  The Board will bring visit with the county engineer about the culvert.  Martin 
also complained about the CSR rating raised on his farm ground near Colwell and the taxes going up.  Martin was 
told that the Board sets the property tax levy but does not have any jurisdiction to do with setting the CSR.  

Updates on various boards/commissions/activities:  Supv Kamm attended a Central Iowa Juvenile 
Detention Center meeting where a building project was awarded.  Supv Schwickerath attended a meeting held by 
the City of Charles City regarding a public broadband/fiber optics, a County Social Services meeting where they 
decided to lease some space for Life Long Links in Decorah, Area Development Corporation and Business 
Improvement meetings, and the Charles City Middle School open house.  Supv Kuhn attended a meeting with the 
county engineer, sheriff, the mayor of Floyd, and District II DOT engineer and his staff regarding the intersection 
at Floyd and proposed short term and long term changes to be made.  

Shawn Picht, Perry Novak Electric representative, provided information on a fire alarm replacement 
project.  Information includes a quote from Tyco SimplexGrinnell and Perry Novak Electric.  The Auditor will 
seek a couple of other quotes from other firms for the alarm system.  Consideration would be given to do this 
project over the winter.  

Picht and the Auditor also discussed upgrading transfer switch to the generator.  Perry Novak Electric 
could do the wiring and Ziegler Caterpillar would oversee the certification of the wiring.  This project would 
require a backup generator be used while the work is being done.  If possibly, this project could be done on a day 
the courthouse would be closed to the public to be least disruptive, such as Veterans Day.  

The Board discussed a request to address a wheelchair accessibility issue at the DHS building.  Discussion
included installing a buzzer to alert staff that assistance is needed outside to access the building or installing 
automatic door opener buttons for persons to independently push to enter and exit the building.  The Auditor is 
waiting on a response from the City of Charles City’s Code Enforcer about ADA requirements.  

The Auditor reported that the fire department responded to a fire alarm last week set off by rain entering 
the building from the roof penthouse door being left open, running down the stairs and entering the fire alarm in the
fourth floor stairwell.  The Auditor intends to contact a contractor about issues with the door closing and latching.  

Tim Fox, Area Development Corporation, requested the Board sponsor a Floyd County Community 
Foundation grant for $9,105.13 for a furnace replacement program.  The Trust Fund Board is also receiving money 
from NIACOG for additional furnace replacement and electrical services for qualifying applicants.  The foundation
sponsorship application will be acted on at the next regular meeting.

Brian Parrott, Charles City High School Head Tennis Coach, presented information regarding a need for 
tennis courts due to the construction of the new Middle School causing the removal of four of the eight courts. A 
record enrollment of 29 tennis students for the sport and four courts being insufficient to host tournaments has 
presented the desire to seek funding for at least two new courts.  The City of Charles City and the CC Community 
School District are each considering putting up $25,000 towards construction.  Parrot is requesting the county fund 
the cause as well.  An application for a facilities grant for funding up to $10,000 with the United States Tennis 
Association has also been filed.  The cost to construct two hard surface tennis courts is approximately $81,800 and 
$30,000 to repair the current courts.  

Dean Stewart, Maple Heights Sanitary District Trustee, and the Auditor informed the Board about an issue
regarding appointing or electing trustees.  A couple of years ago the district had a change in financial 
representation which brought to light some necessary procedural changes to be compliant with Iowa Code and 
most recently the Auditor received an affidavit from one of the trustees indicating an election be held for trustee 
position(s).  In 1983, an election was held to establish the district and allow voters to write three names on the 



ballot for the supervisors to consider for appointments.  At the 1983 canvas, the supervisors appointed three 
trustees, one for a 3-year term, one for a 2-year term and one for a 1-year term and supervisors made appointments 
in 1984 and 1986 and then no subsequent appointments were made.  In 1986, the trustees approved a motion to 
have the supervisors appoint trustees.  Per conversation with Todd Prichard, District representative, the auditor 
reported that Per Chapter 358.9 of the Iowa Code, successors to trustees are not made by supervisors but can either 
be elected at a special election or at special meeting of the trustees.  The 1983 terms were net set to correspond 
with general election timelines so it is presumed that the intent was not to elect trustees on a general election ballot 
but rather be elected at a special meeting of the trustees per Iowa Code 358.9.1.b.  Prichard recommended to have 
closure on this issue through the supervisor’s minutes.  Stewart stated that the trustees can comply with handling 
the successor trustee through the district meeting elections with Prichard’s assistance.  The Board will seek 
language from the County Attorney’s office to bring closure of the 1986 action to appoint the positions.  

Bill Ruzicka, Farmers Feed & Grain General Manager, Mike Harden, Sr Marketing Manager, presented 
information regarding moving an existing 30,000 gallon anhydrous ammonia tank located 150 ft from the highway 
to the back of the lot and adding a second 30,000 tank to the back of the lot as well.  The relocation lends itself to 
be able to stagger the glut at the scales, better stage tanks, and bring safety to employees and nearby activities at the
Floyd County Fair Grounds.  The Iowa Department of Ag and Land Stewardship (IDALS) Application for 
Approval of Anhydrous Ammonia Storage Installation requires meeting state and local jurisdiction of distance 
requirements of installation, board of supervisor’s approval after public notification that the site approval is being 
considered, and attaching public notice of the supervisor’s meeting agenda and minutes of meeting with a favorable
vote attached to the application.  The tanks would be located in a flood zone area; a letter from Chad Billings, Iowa
DNR Environmental Engineer-Flood Plain Management and Dam Safety Section, states that they would require the
bottom of the tank to be one foot above the 500 year base flood elevation of 1,046.1 feet.  Ruzicka commented that 
the bottom of the tank would be elevated to three feet above the 500 year flood plain BFE which would put the 
tank eight foot high.  The Board will schedule a special meeting on Friday, September 2 at 9 a.m.  Ruzicka offered 
to send a letter to the neighboring property owners informing them of the meeting.  

The Board discussed parking options.  Supv Kamm visited with John Fallis, City Engineer, who affirmed 
there would be no need to pave the Davico lot as long as it was temporary parking as part of the ongoing jail/law 
enforcement center project but if it became long term, paving would be required.  The Auditor suggested moving 
employee parking from the north lot to the Davico lot.  Supv Schwickerath suggested law enforcement vehicles 
park on the south side of the lower west lot and two handicap parking spaces and public parking on the north side 
of the lower west lot.  Supv Kamm suggested moving county-owned vehicles to the Davico lot.  The Sheriff should
be part of the decision making process for the lower west lot.  The Board was provided with the 2011 County 
Employee Parking Policy that would need to be amended.   

Future agenda items:  jail/law enforcement center study.

Kamm/Schwickerath moved to adjourn.  Motion carried 3-0.

ATTEST:  __________________________________ _____________________________________
Gloria A. Carr  Mark A. Kuhn, Chair
Floyd County Auditor Floyd County Board of Supervisors
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